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n January 25, 1839 the
OCongress of the Republic
of Texas revisited the ques-
tion of national symbolism.
They abolished the use of the
previous national and maritime
standards and adopted a new
national flag for Texas. Today,
we know this flag as the “Lone
Star”flag that still flies over our
state.

ollowing the adoption of

Fthe “Lone Star”flag as the
national flag of the Republic of
Texas, the ordinance calling for
a maritime flag was repealed.
The national standard then
became the official flag of the
Texas Navy. It served this duty
until the Republic of Texas
joined the United States and
the Texas Navy was formally
abolished.

H owever, the story of the
Texas Navy flag does not
end there! In 1958, Texas Gov-
ernor Price Daniel re-activated
the Texas Navy. Further, in
1973, the Texas Legislature
authorized the charter of the
Texas Navy Association, Inc., as
the official body to oversee the
operation of the Texas Navy. In
order to preserve Texas' mari-
time history, the TNA has ad-
opted the first flag of the Texas
Navy as its symbol, appearing
on association letterhead, Web
site, and in other formats.

nfortunately, the use of
U this flag in a symbolic
manner poses a problem. The
first flag of the Texas Navy is
very close in appearance to the
modern flag of the nation of
Liberia. As such United States
military personnel are forbid-
den from saluting the flag of
another nation. Therefore, the
TNA Board of Directors has
adopted a modified version
of the Texas Navy flag for use
as a ceremonial tool. Through
this flag, the symbolic heritage
of the Republic of Texas Navy
lives on.

Yet, Freedom! Yet the banner, torn, but flying,

Streams like the thunderstorm against the
wind!

George Gordon, Lord Byron

The Texas Navy Needs YOU!!
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The Texas Navy Associa-
tion is only as strong as its
members! This is your op-
portunity to get involved
and help us build a strong
organization. We are
engaged in a lot of exciting
projects and we are calling
on you for assistance. The
TNA needs your help!

NEWSLETTER

We need your story ideas,
photos, and event infor-
mation for our quarterly
newsletter. Let’suseitasa
tool to keep in touch!

SILENT AUCTION

At this year’s Christmas Party
the TNA will be hosting a
fundraising silent auction.
Please dig deep and donate
an interesting book, artifact,
antique, or collectible to the
auction. All proceeds go to
help out your Texas Navy
Association.

To suggest a newsletter
story or donate an item to
the silent auction contact
Admiral Jerry Drake at:

texas.admiral@gmail.com

Texas Navy Annual Meeting & Christmas Party 2008

Friday Evening, December 12, 2008

Galveston Artillery Club

3102 Avenue O, Galveston, Texas
Cocktails at 6:30 - Seated Dinner at 7:30

Black tie preferred

$70.00 per person



